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tthe end of 2019, the national unemployment rate had just about

recovered to a level comparable to the best years of the Celtic
Tiger era. The employment rate (the share of the working age popula-
tion in employment) had not fully recovered however, and the labour
market participation rate (those in employment and those seeking
employment relative to the working age population) had quite a way
to go to return to pre-crash levels. The participation rate had been
stubbornly flat despite seven years of strong economic and employ-
ment growth from 2012 on with a slight uptick only in the last year of
available data.

The headline figures mask considerable differences by age group. The
unemployment rate for those under 35 had not recovered by 2019.
For older groups, employment and participation rates had recovered
from the financial crisis (and in some cases even improved upon the
Celtic Tiger era) but remained much worse for younger groups, even
relative to the late nineteen nineties.

Tables 1 and 2 show the absolute number of the Irish labour force,
and the rate of participation. The labour force grew by 36.5 per cent
in the two decades up to the end of 2019. At the same time, both the
absolute number and share of younger cohorts (15-19, 20-24) in the
labour force fell significantly between 2008 and 2012.

Similar trends were reflected in labour force participation rates of
younger cohorts. The national participation rate grew moderately on
an annual basis in 2019 for the first time since 2012 (62.2 to 62.7
per cent). However, it still had not recovered from 2008 and at 62.7
per cent was 3.5 points lower than in 2007 (66.2 per cent). Ireland
does not compare favourably to top European performers in this
indicator, driven by low levels of female participation (McDonnell &
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Nugent 2018). For the 15-19 and 20-24-year-old groups, participation
rates were at least 15 percentage points lower in 2019 than in 1999
(45.0 compared to 24.2 per cent and 85.8 compared to 70.5 per cent
respectively). Third level students with part-time jobs are included
as participating in the labour market. This has implications for social
mobility with increased rental costs in cities and third level fees over
the past decade. Education grants for lower income households as
they stand, are not sufficient to cover the costs of third level educa-
tion." Thus, fewer opportunities for part-time work will mean universi-
ty is not possible for many from disadvantaged backgrounds.

Table 1 Labour Force (000)
SRR
Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4
15-19yrs 1493 1339 1169 1222 1267 859 702 641 636 763 781
20-24yrs 2657 2717 2777 2892 3238 2741 2214 2083 2022 1943 2139
25-34yrs 4792 5168 5444 6038 657 6446 620 5803 554 5423 5225

15+ 1815.8 19129 19889 2162 2347.6 22713 22283 22478 22922 23748 2471.7
Source: CSO (2020a) Labour Force Survey -Table QLF 18

Table 2 ILO Participation Rate (15 years and over) (%)
HEEEEEEEEEE
Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4
15-19yrs 424 389 431 295 249 223 213 244 242
2024yrs 858 837 828 847 88 809 76 75 735 686 705
2534yrs 852 851 844 852 851 838 831 828 838 855 848

15+ 616 624 625 647 662 631 619 618 618 622 627
Source: CSO (2020a) Labour Force Survey -Table QLF 18

1 https://tinyurl.com/y9t4lwo9


https://statbank.cso.ie/px/pxeirestat/Statire/SelectVarVal/Define.asp?maintable=QLF18&PLanguage=0
https://statbank.cso.ie/px/pxeirestat/Statire/SelectVarVal/Define.asp?maintable=QLF18&PLanguage=0
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Table 3 Employment (000)

1999 (2001 [2003 |2005 (2007 |2009 (2011 [2013 |2015 {2017 |2019
Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4 [Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4

15-19yrs 1358 1216 1032 1087 1117 573 418 447 481 608 668

20-24yrs 2486 254 2595 2705 2999 2084 1634 1627 1693 1767 1973
25-34yrs 4567 497 5211 5781 6228 5564 5189 5036 502  508.1 4982
15+ 17231 18332 1899.5 2070.1 22329 19704 18882 1971 20854 2230.8 2361.2
Source: CSO (2020a) Labour Force Survey -Table QLF 18

Table 4 ILO Employment Rate (13- 64) (%)

Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4
15-19yrs 409 385 344 374 196 149 155 161 194 207
20-24yrs 803 783 774 792 804 615 561 586 615 624 65
25-34yrs 812 818 807 816 8.7 724 695 719 759 801 808

15-64 669 683 681 706 713 623 601 627 655 683 702
Source: CSO (2020a) Labour Force Survey -Table QLF 18

Tables 3 and 4 show the absolute numbers in employment in the
Irish economy as well as the employment rate. The number in em-
ployment at the end of 2019 (2.3 million) was 37.0 per cent higher
than at the turn of the century (1.7 million). The employment rate
was close to full recovery from the effects of the crash in 2008 by
2019 (70.2 compared to 71.3 in 2007). However, the headline figure
again conceals intergenerational inequalities. The number and share
of 15-19 year olds in employment at the end of 2019 was about half
what it was in 1999 and more than 15 points lower for the next age
group. Approximately two in five 15-19 year olds were employed in
the decade preceding the financial crisis compared to just 1 in 5


https://statbank.cso.ie/px/pxeirestat/Statire/SelectVarVal/Define.asp?maintable=QLF18&PLanguage=0
https://statbank.cso.ie/px/pxeirestat/Statire/SelectVarVal/Define.asp?maintable=QLF18&PLanguage=0
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in 2019. The employment rate for those in their early twenties was
just 65.0 compared to 80.4 per cent in 2007. Although the share of
these groups in full-time education has risen in that time, this shows
a much lower share of students with part-time jobs than during the
Celtic tiger. In 2007, 32.3 per cent of students (15- 25) were in em-
ployment compared to 18.6 in 2018 (CSO 2020).

Dropping by over ten points during the recession, the employment rate
for 25-34 year olds gradually caught back up to 2007 levels between
2012 and 2019, though it was still slightly lower than in 2005.

In absolute terms, the number of unemployed (those without but
seeking employment) in 2019 was still elevated relative to the decade
leading up to the Irish financial crisis. The unemployment rate at the
end of 2019 was similar to the best performing years pre-crisis at
4.7 per cent however, though it did not match the record low (Table
5). The headline figures again mask heterogeneity by age group. For
the under 25's the number of unemployed dropped below those
recorded leading up to 2008 in 2019 after a steady trend downwards
post 2012. The unemployment rates for all three groups under 35
however, were still elevated in 2019 relative to their pre-crisis peaks.
This was especially the case for the youngest group of jobseekers.
The 20-24 and 25-34 year old groups were close to a full-recovery.

Wi
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Table 5 Unemployment (000)

1999 2001 [2003 |2005 |2007 2009 |2011 |2013 |2015 |2017 [2019
@ (04 |4 |4 |4 |4 |4 |4 |04 |4 |4

15-19yrs 136 123 137 134 151 287 283 194 155 155 114

20-24yrs 17 178 182 187 239 657 58 456 328 176 167
25-34yrs 225 198 234 257 341 832 1012 767 52 342 243
15+ 927 797 893 919 1147 3009 3401 2768 2068 144 1106
Source: CSO (2020a) Labour Force Survey -Table QLF 18

Table 6 ILO Unemployment Rate (15- 74) (%)

999 2001 |2003 |2005 |2007 |2009 (2011 [2013 |2015 |2017 |2019
Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4 Q4 |Q4

15-19yrs 9.1 1.7 119 334 403 303 244 203 145
20-24yrs 64 6.5 6.5 6.5 74 24 262 219 162 91 7.8
25-34yrs 47 3.8 43 43 5.2 137 163 132 94 6.3 4.7
15+ 5.1 42 45 43 49 133 153 124 91 6.1 45
Source: CSO (2020a) Labour Force Survey -Table QLF 18
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https://statbank.cso.ie/px/pxeirestat/Statire/SelectVarVal/Define.asp?maintable=QLF18&PLanguage=0
https://statbank.cso.ie/px/pxeirestat/Statire/SelectVarVal/Define.asp?maintable=QLF18&PLanguage=0
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